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Pulmonary diseases are responsible for significant mortality and morbidity worldwide. A substantial proportion of these
mortalities are due to chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and include the smoking-induced acute and chronic effects.
This review focuses on the key mechanisms in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, with a particular emphasis on the cardinal
features of COPD such as emphysema, bronchial hyper-reactivity and airway inflammation. A brief description of the
physiological background to COPD is also
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